2020 Litany of Lament

Written by Heather Postma (modifiedy by Lucinda Klapwyk)
GOD, our Father, 2020 is almost over.  What a year it has been Lord.  A year ago at this point we looked forward to a new year of hopes and dreams and for some, better days ahead.  But for many we got a year of pain, confusion and disappointment mostly due to the coraonavirus.    We lost our illusory grip on control.  Life, plans and certainty slipped through our fingers.  So we reach out to you GOD, the One who sits enthroned in heaven, and has never let go of the world You love.   To You Jesus, who sits at our Father's right hand, and is our Immanuel.  And to You Holy Spirit, our Comforter and Friend, Wisdom and Peace. Lord of compassion and grace, our help comes from You – hear us.
On all who have contracted the virus – LORD have mercy
On all who have lost loved ones to covid and are in mourning and pain – LORD have mercy
On all who have lost jobs, income, and businesses – LORD have mercy
We cry out for healing, for comfort and peace
On all medical professionals and caretakers attending to those infected with the virus, – Christ have mercy
On all senior and care homes, communities and countries where the infection and mortality rate seems out of control – Christ have mercy
On all scientists and technologists striving to perfect vaccines and make them available – Christ have mercy
On all leaders of institutions and governments as they make decisions, to contain the virus, implement  restrictions and distribute the vaccine – Christ have mercy
We pray for strength in the long and exhausting hours of labour.  We pray for wisdom, in the research and difficult decisions.  We pray for resources and products that give protection.  We pray for perseverance when plans have to constantly change.  We pray for grace where there is disagreement and anger over the way things have unfolded.

On all where lockdown has increased abuse, addiction, depression and mental health issues – GOD have mercy
On all parents and caregivers who are tired, exhausted and running out of new ideas – GOD have mercy
On all who have lost specialist appointments, treatments, tests and surgeries – GOD have mercy
On all students who have missed out on play dates, field trips, sports, budding friendships, peers,  music and other opportunities – GOD have mercy
On all who are lonely or have been forgotten, who need daily food, justice, touch, community and safety – GOD have mercy
On those whose lives have been devastated by injustice, hatred and the inequities of our systems and the sinful apathy of the complacent – GOD have mercy
On all who are affected by natural disasters, civil war, displacement and poverty – GOD have mercy
On all who have missed out on weddings, and funerals, communal worship, church ministries, celebrations, family visits, relationships, graduations, promotions, reunions, trips, traditions, opportunities, plans, hopes and dreams – GOD have mercy
Our earth groans from the devastation caused by sin and particularly in this year, from covid-19.  Forgive us for our carelessness, thoughtlessness and apathy.  Forgive us for our neglect of people and Your creation.  LORD we repent of our sin.  We know only You LORD can redeem people, heal and restore hope.
You are the GOD who sees us and holds us in the palm of Your hand.  We know LORD that life is sacred and we are precious in Your sight.  Nothing can separate us from Your love and kindness, not a virus or the unknown of 2021.  You are our Light as we walk in darkness.  Almighty GOD, You are our Rock, our Refuge in times of trouble, our hiding place.
Holy Spirit, calm our thoughts and fill our hearts with joy and strength.  Refresh us by Your streams of living water; lead us beside quiet waters. And restore our  souls.  We know only You LORD,  turn ashes into beauty, make  whole the broken and turn our mourning into dancing.
And there are reasons to dance, to sing, to shout and to give quiet thanks.  Thank You LORD, for rest, growth, birth. For rethinking priorities, family meals, less meetings, less hurried, less harried, less traffic and it's pollution.  Thank You for more walks, more golf, new ideas, innovations, the ability to pivot, plans in pencil, technology, Dr. Henshaw, new industries and financial relief.  Thank You for the ability to work from home, new hobbies, new ideas, new vision, kindness and generosity.  Thank You that Your are the strength in our weakness, that Your grace is sufficient for us, that Your mercies are new every morning.  Thank You that You give rest and restore our souls.

LORD, this year 2020 and the coming year 2021 are in Your hands and we know our world belongs to You

