Day of Encouragement
40+ Years of Welcome:
Celebrating refugee sponsorship & hospitality

November … In partnership with:
02, 2019

Opening and closing address brought to you by:
Lewis Cardinal and Jennifer Henry
Registration link www.regonline.ca/doeedmonton2019
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Photo by: Bruno Catalano
Workshop presenters include:
Ida Kaastra-Mutoigo – Canadian Director of World Renew
Stephen Kaduuli – Policy Analyst at the Centre for Public
Justice (CPJ)
Lucinda Klapwyk – Diaconal Ministry Developer with
Diaconal Ministries Canada
John Lendein – Registered Social Worker
Suzanne Gross – Manager of Strategic Initiatives at
Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers
Rick Mast – CRC Chaplain at the University of Alberta
Zedingle Ghebremusse - Registered Social Worker
John Mukiza – Member of Covenant CRC in Edmonton
Pep Muthui – Alberta Health Services Senior Advisor
Dena Nicolai- Chaplain and Refugee Support Mobilizer
Nour Orfahli – Refugee Advocate and home care provider
Florim Tafilaj - Program Team Leader at Catholic Social
Services in Immigration and Settlement
Elco Vandergrift – Work experience with EduDeo and the
CRCNA’s Climate Witness Project
Rebecca Walker – Refugee Program Coordinator for World
Renew

Schedule for the
Day
9:00 — 9:30 am Registration/Coffee
9:30 — 10:00 am Opening & Songs
10:00 — 11:00 am Lewis Cardinal
11:00 — 12:00 World Renew
12:00 — 1:00 pm Lunch/Fellowship
1:00 — 2:30 pm Workshops
2:30 - 2:45 pm Coffee/Fellowship
2:45 - 3:45 pm Jennifer Henry

Opening address: Lewis Cardinal 10:00 AM
The Indigenous Peoples were the first of any people to welcome others to Canada and the
opening lecture will feature stories, teaching and sharing about how Canada has been a
welcoming nation, from the time of the first Europeans coming to Turtle Island. Lewis Cardinal will
start off the day by telling stories of what the intent and spirit of those early arrangements were
meant to be, how we are all treaty people and will touch on topics like wampum belts, treaty
agreements, gift giving and circle of stones.
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AM Presentation: World Renew - 11:00-12:00
Ida Kaastra-Mutoigo – Canadian Director of World Renew
Ida is the first female director to be appointed to the role of
international Director of World Renew, a role that she has filled
since 2006.
She has served in various roles within World Renew for over 30
years: as a program consultant, Uganda Country Director, East
and Southern Africa Regional Team Leader and ServiceLink
Coordinator for CRCNA. In addition to living out her calling and
passion for justice and mercy in these roles, Ida teaches a
community development course at Redeemer and served in
volunteer roles as pastoral elder, Classis Interim Committee
member and chair of council for Immanuel CRC in Hamilton.
She also represents World Renew and serves as a board member
in two major international networks: ACT Alliance and Integral
Alliance. Ida is married to James Mutoigo and blessed with three
young adult children, Violet, Bryant and Angela.

Rebecca Walker – Refugee program coordinator
Rebecca Walker has been working with World Renew since 2004.
She is currently the Refugee Coordinator.
She has worked in Bangladesh, Mali, Niger and Tanzania.
Internationally, she has worked for World Renew as well as for the
Canadian Government, the Ford Foundation and a number of
national and other international NGOs.
From 2011-2015, Rebecca served as Secretariat staff to the
Canada-wide Sponsorship Agreement Holder (SAH) Association
Council and served as a representative on the SAH Council for a
further two years. In her current work, Rebecca works closely with
sponsoring churches and oversees the sponsorship and
resettlement of refugees from around the world. She meets
regularly with Canadian Government officials and liaises with
many other United Nations and other international refugee-support
agencies.
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Afternoon Workshops: 1:00-2:30 PM
PM1 – Room N108
Muthui & Mast – Unconscious Bias Workshop:
Unconscious bias happens as our brains make quick judgments and assessments of people and
situations without us realizing. Our biases are influenced by our background, cultural environment
and personal experiences. Making the unconscious conscious helps an individual make more
objective decisions, facilitate inclusive interactions, and create opportunities. It is important to
develop a clear understanding of how to manage biases and to recognize the value of creating an
open, fair, and inclusive culture. This session aims to increase participants’ awareness of how
unconscious bias impacts on behaviours, attitudes, relationships and decisions. We will also
propose some ideas and actions that participants can take away to be more inclusive.

Perpetuah (Pep) Muthui
Pep is a passionate advocate for designing workplaces and communities that are inclusive
empower members to be creative and innovative. She is a Chartered Professional in Human
Resources with over ten years experience within various industries; not for profit, IT and health
care. Pep has international experience, working with humanitarian agencies in Africa as a human
resource specialist. Currently, Pep is a Senior Advisor, Talent Acquisition at Alberta Health
Services (AHS). Her work at AHS focuses on attracting and acquiring diverse talent through
inclusive hiring practices.

Rick Mast
Rick is interested in developing communities of faith, rooted in prayer, guided by God and the
community’s weakest members; through whom God’s presence is revealed. Each member
discovers and deepens in their spiritual life and lives it according to their particular faith and
tradition. Communities can be like the holy temple in the vision of Ezekiel (ch. 47), from which
living waters flow that heal and give life. From within community we discover the mystery we are
living and are helped to be faithful to our vocation – invited continually to “launch out into the deep”
(Luke 5:4). My aim and focus is to create a brave space - for students, faculty and staff. Those who
have no religious affiliation are also welcomed and respected in their freedom of conscience.

PM2 – Room N109
Spirit of Welcome Panel – Why do we welcome, what moves our heart
and what does action from heart to hands look like?
The current narratives we hear about refugees around the world is not always positive. Some of the
narrative focuses on fear, self-preservation and exclusion. That is not the heart of the Christian
message or lifestyle, so what is? In this workshop you will hear from various leaders in Christian
Reformed and partner ministries, working to share the positive stories, the research that breaks
through some of the myths and practical advice about how Christians can be active in the process
of welcoming. Join these faith based agencies and advocates who work to promote policy and
participation in refugee issues.

Dena Nicolai
Dena holds the position of Chaplain and Refugee Support Mobilizer with the Christian Reformed
Churches of British Columbia. In this position, she seeks to offer a ministry of presence to refugees
newly-arrived in BC and to equip and empower church groups who are supporting refugees. She is
also a member of the CRC's Committee for Contact with the Government, which serves the Centre
for Public Dialogue. Originally from Edmonton, she now lives in Vancouver but prior to that she
spent four years in the Middle East (primarily Cairo, Egypt), where she was warmly welcomed by
Egyptians, Syrians, Turks, Palestinians, Israelis and everyone else she encountered.
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Afternoon Workshops PM2: continued…
Stephen Kaduuli
Stephen is currently the Refugee Rights Policy Analyst at Citizens for Public Justice (CPJ). He is
passionate about public justice issues. Stephen is a refugee rights advocate, researcher and policy
analyst affiliated to the Center for Refugee Studies. He has worked as a Program Officer in the area
of refugee sponsorship; as a Civil Servant, a Project Coordinator in the non-profit sector and an
active academic researcher and peer reviewer. He also received training in forced migration and
refugee issues at the Refugee Studies Center - University of Oxford and the Center for Refugee
Studies - York University.

Elco Vandergrift
Elco is a regional organizer with the Climate Witness Project. This is a Creation Care initiative
established by the CRCNA with help from the Office of Social Justice and World Renew. The
initiative, often called the CWP, is designed to walk with congregations as they seek to be better
stewards of the resources they have been given, as they learn about the realities of climate change,
and as they find their voice to speak to their public officials about climate policy that will benefit the
earth, people around the world who are poor and vulnerable, and future generations. One of these
vulnerable populations is the refugee. Elco will discuss the impacts of a new category of refugee,
the Climate Refugee.

PM3 – Room N110
Feet on the Ground Panel – Day to Day Supports and Services:
This panel of people, working for local service provider agencies, have "feet on the ground"
experience navigating the systems in our area and experience helping those who are new to
Canada. Some of them have direct experience themselves from when they came to Canada and
are now using and sharing that experience in helping others. Meet people from Catholic Social
Services, Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers and other social work agencies. Hear about
what it takes, things to be aware of and how you can be part of that support network too.

Zedingle Ghebremusse
Zed is originally from Eritrea, located in the horn of Africa. He came to Edmonton 36 years ago as
a government sponsored refugee with his wife and 18 months old son. Later they added a
Canadian born daughter. He has a Bachelor of Social Work degree from the University of Calgary
and Masters of Science from Southern New Hampshire University in Manchester, USA in
Community Economic Development. He works with the City of Edmonton as a Social Planner and
FCSS Liaison consultant; mostly with the Indigenous & Newcomer organizations in Edmonton. He
is a long-time community developer and an advocate for a fair and just society.

Suzanne Gross
Suzanne moved to Canada with her family in 1999, and began working with newcomers at
Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers in 2000. She has been part of the Private
Sponsorship story-making through both her church community, as well as supporting privately
sponsored refugees through the programs at EMCN. More recently, she was very involved in the
collaboration between MCC Alberta as Sponsorship Agreement Holder, Islamic Family Social
Services Association as local liaison, EMCN as settlement agency, and Mennonite churches and
friends as community companions, to create a strong settlement platform for Privately Sponsored
Syrians. Currently, Suzanne supports partnerships and collaborations across agencies and sectors
with the goal of improving the settlement experience of newcomers.
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Afternoon Workshops PM3: continued…
Florim Tafilaj
Florim works for Catholic Social Services as Program Team Leader for Immigration and
Settlement. Florim came to Canada as a refugee in 1999. He currently works at CSS helping
immigrants and refugees in their integration process. He holds the Engineering Degree of
Agricultural Sciences from the University of Prishtina and a Diploma in Career Development
form the Concordia University of Edmonton.

PM4 – Room N111
Lived Experience Panel – Stories of Change:
This panel will consist of past refugees and committee members with lived experience. They will
share their stories of extreme upheaval, dramatic circumstance and sometimes, deep trauma.
Come to hear them share about the lives they had to leave, the situations in those places, what
it has been like to adjust to living in Canada and how things are going now. Lives are changes
when such a move is made and lives are also changed by hearing about it, and experiencing it,
with others.

Nour Orfahli
Nour is a 35 years old mother of three little kids, Natalie, Tia, and Saad. Nour and her husband
Fadi came from Syria and have been in Canada, specifically in Edmonton, for almost three
years. She mentions her sponsor as her inspiration and supporter in their journey. She says her
story is not easy but because of the people who surrounded her as angels, it makes life easier.

John Lendein
John was born in Liberia, West Africa. He is married with four children and is a registered social
worker in Edmonton Alberta. He came to Canada in 2003, studied at King’s and the UofC. He
attends Bethel Community CRC. Currently he is working for Catholic Social Services in the
intercultural education program helping with cultural awareness, communication and parenting
in two cultures.

Lucinda Klapwyk
Lucinda’s journey with refugees has been through her connection with the Diaconal Ministries
Canada as well as being a diaconal leader in the Northern Alberta. She has facilitated the
gathering of Refugee sponsorship leaders and committees and helps with the practical day-today advice needed to help resource families and communities.

John Mukiza
John was born in Congo DRC in a region called Shaba. Before a war forced him to flee to
Rwanda, he sold cattle and housing materials to support his family. When fleeing, he was
forced to separate from his family who went to Kenya. After four years apart, they were reunited
and by the grace of God ended up in Canada. John and his wife, along with five children, attend
Covenant CRC in Edmonton.

Closing address: Jennifer Henry 2:45 PM
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Jennifer Henry, the director of Kairos, will wrap up the day with a theological reflection about the
elements of hospitality; welcoming the other and will encourage us all on the path ahead together.
What have we learned from our storied history and are we still holding true to the intent, spirit and
practice of hospitality that Jesus Christ modeled in the Bible. Hospitality and welcome has been
shaped, molded and reformed for more than 300 years in Western Canada and this day has given
us an opportunity to examine, celebrate and look at how it can be continued strong into the future.

Your DOE sponsored by:

Special Community Partner: The
Christian Credit Union
Any questions, contact: Jesse Edgington –
NADC Consultant
yournadc@gmail.com
780-819-7488
facebook.com/yournadc

www.classisalbertanorth.ca/nadc

Notes:

